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Reflection on Whitehead’s The Match
1. From the story itself, what do you learn about the general environment at the Dozier school?
The general environment at the Dozier school is uncontrolled and unregulated. The head of the institution is left to do whatever they want with the children in their custody. As Whitehead explains in the story “Director Hardee acted as a master of ceremonies” (6). By “master of ceremonies” the author means that the director initiated the ceremonial fights. It is hard to imagine that these children were exposed to violence, which they need to be protected from in the first place. 
The story further depicts the uncaring attitude of the people charged with the responsibility of caring for these children in the custody. The author explains the tragedies and brutalities that these children went through at the hands of their caregivers. For example, he writes that “the ref gave the decision to Big Chet and no one argued otherwise” because “he was regarded as an even personality” (6). The ref, as the author further narrates once “slapped a kid and his fraternity ring had left the kind half-blind” (Whitehead 6). 
2. List 5 topics we find in the story. You must read the Week 6 lesson to know what a topic is. 
Some of the topics we find in the story include:
a.) Corruption 
b.) Racial segregation 
c.) Child abuse and brutality
d.) Juvenile justice system 
e.) The role of rehabilitation 
3. Discuss at least one theme you pull from the story and explain why you think that is a message that bubbles to the surface. You must read the Week 6 lesson to know what a theme is.
The Role of Juvenile Rehabilitation 
One of the key themes that came out clearly from the story is the role of juvenile rehabilitation. The juvenile system is supposed to serve the purpose of preventing crime from happening again. This process is supposed to help juvenile offenders find their way back to society in a manner that does not expose them further to crime. However, the Dozier School, as Whitehead explains, served the opposite and contrary to the expectations. As the author explains in his interview with Deborah Treisman of The New Yorker, the Dozier School was reformatory and the idea behind the establishment of the school was noble (Treisman 1). The idea was to ensure that juvenile offenders were put somewhere where they could be rehabilitated through “education and work away from hardened adult criminals” (Treisman 1). However, the description of the environment around Dozier School seems to suggest that it did not serve the intended purpose, which was to rehabilitate. Instead, the environment was unhygienic and exposed these children to further danger than they would even when they were left in the streets. Whitehead explains in the story that “past the laundry were the dilapidated horse stables; the roof had given away long ago and nature had crept inside” (Whitehead 5). The vivid description of the environment paints a picture of the uncaring and how casual the school heads took their responsibilities.
The role of juvenile rehabilitation, as mentioned in the interview, was to help protect these children from the world of adult criminals which could influence reoffending. However, once they went to Dozier School, the experience was much brutal and the world was so unforgiving that they had to do what it took to survive. The fighting, which Whitehead describes as the “match” took place as a recreational activity, but it exposed children to different forms of danger. The description of a child whom the ref slapped and left him half-blind in the story gives a perspective to the kind of brutality that children went through in Dozier School.














Works Cited
Treisman, Deborah. “Colson Whitehead on Human Cruelty.” The New Yorker, March 25, 2019. 
Whitehead, Colson. The Match. The New Yorker (April 1, 2019). 
